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Who I am
I am originally from South 
Dakota and raised in the upper 
Midwestern US
I have a BS Physics and an MS 
and PhD in Electrical 
Engineering
I have an extended and diverse 
family in California
I have worked for > 40 years in 
industry on digital storage and 
memory and also write and 
speak regularly on storage, 
memory and their applications
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Who I am (2)

Besides IEEE, I have been active 
in other professional 
organizations including IDEMA, 
SNIA and SMPTE
I have been an IEEE member for 
42 years, am an IEEE Fellow and 
also a member of HKN
Winner of 2020 MGA Leadership 
Award
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IEEE activities
I am past president of IEEE-USA, 
Former director of IEEE Region 6, 
Former chair of the IEEE NIC and PVC, 
General chair, 2011 Sections Congress, 
Past VP for the CT Society and helped 
with IEEE standards, 
Past chair of the Santa Clara Valley 
IEEE section (the largest section in the 
world) and 
An active IEEE volunteer, working in 
many IEEE organization units and 
serving on many IEEE committee. 
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IEEE activities (2)
I have written many articles, 
papers and other IEEE 
documents and am a reviewer
I have helped organize many 
IEEE events
I was a distinguished lecturer 
for the CT Soc.
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IEEE activities (3)
I am a frequent speaker at 
IEEE and other events & 
webinars
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IEEE activities (4)
I love meeting new 
people 
I have been happy to 
travel and participate 
in many IEEE events 
over the years
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Some IEEE accomplishments

I chaired a 2019 IEEE BoD membership price adhoc that informed a recent 
initiative to offer reduced student and YP memberships 
I got IEEE-USA to fund the creation of a set of videos featuring YPs (with the 
CS and PES) for membership promotion in the US, “IEEE is my competitive 
edge” these are being used for IEEE member promotion for the 2021 
membership campaign
As R6 Director I gave awards to several companies in the region, conducted 
senior member elevations for R6 company executives and promoted a 
campaign for local section volunteers in R6 to call non-renewing members
As IEEE NIC chair, I aligned proposal solicitations to the IEEE 2020-2025 
strategic goals
I was a co-founder of the IEEE Rising Stars Conference
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Some IEEE accomplishments (2)

As SCV section chair and SF Bay Area Council chair I promoted 
and then chaired the 2011 Sections Congress in San Francisco
I have been a recommender or nominator for over 100 senior 
members and fellows
I nominated the successful Apple I and Apple II IEEE Engineering 
Milestones
I have nominated a winner of the IEEE Edison Medal and the 
Ibuka Medal
I have made some cool IEEE shirts that folks seem to like 
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What I am running for:

I would encourage diversity, 
inclusion and globalism in our 
membership, for we need new 
thoughts and approaches to solve 
the world’s problems.  
I want us to create surplus 
generating hybrid and virtual 
conference and networking 
models, to gain from our 
experience with Covid.   
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What I am running for (2):

I want to leverage the broad 
information sources in the IEEE 
to create valuable tools for the 
generation and application of 
wisdom, even while enabling 
the easy flow of information, 
because we need income to 
survive.
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What I am running for (3):
I want to grow our membership by 
helping to make IEEE an organization 
that students, technical 
professionals (and especially young 
industry professionals) desire to 
belong to 
and by enabling greater support for 
local activities where most of our 
members engage with the IEEE, so 
IEEE has greater value to industry 
and our local members.  
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What I am running for (4):

I want to reach across the 
IEEE OUs so we may work 
together and present to 
the world an IEEE that is 
vital, essential, 
adventurous and fun, 
because together, we are 
much more than the sum 
of our parts.
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Thanks for the opportunity to talk 
to you about why I am running 
for IEEE President-elect, more 
information at:  
http://electtomcoughlin.com

Please vote in the 
2021 IEEE Elections!
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http://electtomcoughlin.com/ieee

